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ETHIOPIA 
MENGISTU REPORTS ON PROVINCIAL TOUR 29 MARCH 
LD292122 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 1045 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Opening speech by Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military Admini- 
strative Council, at meeting held in the Assembly Hall of the Grand Palace in Addis 
Ababa on 29 Merch to discuss Mengistu's tour of the provinces --recorded ] 


{Excerpts] We are convinced that some of the problems we observed during our recent 
14.day inspection tour of three administrative regions~—-namely Sidamo, Bale and Arusi-- 
and some development projects in southern Shawa should be tackled urgently; solutions 
must be found, 


There will come a time when further similar tours will reveal the nature of all the 
country's problems; in the meantime, we mus* turn our attention to the problems we 

have already identified, These problems, and the finding of solutions to them, are 
the concern of you officials here today, the chiefs of the various bodies concerned, 


Before we move on to the agenca, I would like briefly to explain the objectives of our 
tour and review the positive anc negative things that we saw, 


As you all know, and as we have often repeated, the Ethiopian revolution was initiated 
and carried forward to bring about equality, justice, peace and democracy in our society 
and to transform it into a strong and prosperous one, It is a drive to achieve absolute 
freedom, 


It is clear to us now that during almost the whole of the 5 years since we rose up to 
accomp!*sh these objectives, our time has been taken up with (?fighting against) the 
plots and aggression perpetrated by internal and external opposition forces, It is 
also clear that the crisis that followed the revolution, coupled with the reactionary 
man«made as well as natura. problems, (’aggravated) the obstacles we have had to face, 
The situation did not permit us to do what we intended to do for the people or to 
accomplish our major task--the fulfillment of the objectives of the revolution, 


Although we cannot say that we have overcome our problems--that needs a protracted 
Struggle--we recently launched a planned campaign to wage a two-pronged struggle against 
the manemade and natural problems facing the Ethiopian people and against the general 
state of backwardness we inherited from the old order, We did so to mitigate our acute 
problems as much as possible, 


Since the campaign was proclaimed, various sections of society and the mass and govern- 
ment organizations have been working hard to implement it. What are the sections of 
the society who willingly committed themselves to the campaign doing? What are their 
plans’? What trends are evident? Can we succeed? Have there been any shortcomings? 
The tour was aimed at finding answers to these questions, to brief the bodies concerned, 
and to learn more about our country and our society, 
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Although our tour was brief and our program hectic, we nonetheless had an opportunity to 
see the problems and the general situation. Seeing the fertility of the country, the 
vast area of land we have, the resources we have for development, the advantages that 
nature has bestowed upon us, the incentive, patriotism and revolutionary sentiments cher- 
ished by our people and the efforts they are making, most of us were convinced that it 
is truly possible to build a socialist society in Ethiopia. This is most encouraging. 


If there was one overall weakness that we observed, it was that the Ethiopian broad 
masses, who are capable of analyzing, understanding and realizing what is useful to 
them, need proper leadership. If they have a proper leadership they do not obstruct it; 
there is no resistance as there has been in some countries where revolution is being 
waged. The people are ahead of us; we are the ones lagging behind. [Words indistinct] 
the people say: We know and understand that this revolution has come about for us; we 
know how to correct the style of life we inherited from the old order and we know why 
this revolution is [word indistinct] today. But what are we supposed to do? Show us. 
For our part, we have planned this, that and the other, but who is going to help us 
beyond this point? [Words indistinct] you have told us that the ownership of private 
property is an antisocial development; this we accept, but where do we settle’? What 
should we do? This is what they ask us. 


There were some foreigners with us. When we possess a country such as ours we should 
not need to hear such things. 


One, two or three regions of Ethiopia are drought-stricken. I think that we should 
realize the nature of the conclusions that will be drawn, and the judgment that will be 
made, by those who can see the general resources of Ethiopia when we go begging for 
grain and say that we are starving. 


For so long we have lived by discussing history. We have said that Ethiopia is a 
respected centuries-old country of heros. There were reasons for the situation as it 
stood in the past but now a new general is responsible for the situation and the events 
currently taking place. We see no reason why we should not speedily overcome such a 
minor problem. 


Let us review what we saw and give our assessment. The rural and urban development 
projects managed by the state are weaker than those conducted by the mass organizations. 


Let us review the things we saw, and they will serve as a basis for our discussion. 

First, let us look at the condition of state farms in the Rift Valley in southern Ethiopia. 
We were provided with more of a glimpse of the unexpected at these than at any other time 
during our tour. It grieved our consciences. 


In comparison with prerevolution levels, productivity and [word indistinct} in the valley 
has dropped badly. It has dropped badly while under government control, 


We learned that the key factor contributing to this is the fact that the increase in 
the mumber of workers has not been commensurate with the increase in the area of land 
under cultivation, Cultivated land is extended by 50 hectares, or 100 hectares, or 

30 hectares every year, but extra workers are brought in by the hundred. Therefore, 
the work done does not match up to the mumber of workers used to do it. Manpower is in 
excess. There is consumption, but no production, 
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Workers do not pay the necessary attention to the job, since they are engiged in build- 

ing up their own private property. They are engaged in private farming and c «ttle-breeding 
in their backyards. It is hard to distinguish between the produce they have raised for 
themselves and what they have produced for the state farms. 


Even though we could not inspect every backyard, it was clear that they are each culti- 
vating 1 or 2 hectares or more. Each person (?cultivates) vegetable gardens and there 
is also cattle-breeding. All of this is carried out on the state farms. Most of them 
have given up serving the state to pursue their own interests. Local managers merely 
insure that the workers are out on the farms, but they have not devised methods of 
measuring the amount of work done by each person or the extent to which he has discharged 
his obligations. 


Moreover, if a worker is sick, not only is he hospitalized at the organization's expense, 
but he is given allowances for being hospitalized. Can you believe this’? If he is 
accompanied by sick members of his family, besides the medical treatment benefit he also 
receives an allowance for going. We saw many strange and eccentric things. 


We did not see the books of the farms! annual returns of income and expenditure, profits 
and losses. WNone of the managers we met there could explain this to us. In actual fact, 
it was difficult to see how they were managing. They claim to be managers, but what are 
they doing? 


let me also tell you this: Over the last 5 years the losses incurred by the organiza- 
tion known as the Rift Valley Agricultural Development Organization are estimated at 
at least 28 million [presumably birr]. This is what we have heard. [Words indistinct] 
could be greater than this. [If this organization, from the top to the bottom, has been 
doing this for the last 4 years, and if these are the results, how will it go on? What 
is your view? This is one of the major issues. 


Officials Discuss Tour 
LD292105 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 10350 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Excerpts] A high-level meeting opened this morning at the Grand Palace Assembly Hall 
to discuss and find solutions to the major issues arising from the recent 14-day visit 
by Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, chairman of the Provisional Military Adminis- 
tration Council, ([PMAC] and of the Council of Ministers and commander in chief of the 
revolutionary armed forces, to Sidamo, Bale, Arusi and southern Shawa regions. 


The high-level meeting, chaired by Comrade Chairman Mengistu, is being attended by Con- 
rade Capt Pikre-Selassie Wogderes, secretary general of the PMAC; Comrade Lt Col Pisseha 
Desta, assistant secretary general of the PMAC; PMAC members; ministers; commissioners; 
permanent secretaries; army commanders; executive members of the National Revolutionary 
Development Campaign and Central Planning Council; and representatives of mass organiza- 
tions and of various development organizations. 


Comrade Chairman Mengistu briefed the meeting on the purpose of his visit to Sidamo, 
Arusi, Bale and southern Shawa regions and the problems and work deficiencies he observed 
during the visit. 


After the comrade chairman's briefing on his visit, the meeting held a broad and detailed 
discussion on the major issues arising from the visit. 
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Participants in the meeting who are charged to deal with the points raised gave 
additional briefings. 


The meeting submitted proposals for solutions to the issues di:cussed. The meeting 
is still continuing. 


MENGISTU ACCEPTS TSEDENBAL'S INVITATION TO VISIT MPR 
1D291538 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1015 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 
[Summary] Provisional Military Administrative Council Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam 
yesterday received a greetings message from the Mongolian head of state, Yumjaagiyn 
Tsedenbal. The message was delivered by the Mongolian ambassador to Ethiopia, resident 
in Cairo, Dalhyn Lubsanrinchin, who extended Tsedenbal's invitation to the comrade 
chairman to visit Mongolia. The invitation was accepted with pleasure. 

SOMALIA 
FOREIGN MINISTER LEAVES FOR PRC, DPRK 
1D291540 Mogadiscio Domestic Service in Somali 1400 GmT 29 Mar 79 LD/®A 
[Excerpt] The foreign minister of the Somali Democratic Republic, Challe Dr ‘abd 
ar-Rahman Jama Barre, and a delegation he is heading left Mogadiscio this afternoon 
for a visit to the People's Republic of China and the DPRK. 
Speaking to reporters from the Ministry of Information and National Guidance, Challe 
‘abd ar-Rahman said that his visit is in response to invitations from the foreign 
ministers of the host countries. The minister also said that during his visit he will 
hold talks on bilateral relations with host leaders. 
PREEDOM FIGHTERS ATTACK ETHIOPIAN TROOPS 


1D291124 (Clandestine) Voice of Western Somali and Abo Liberation Fronts in Somali to 
Western Somalia 0930 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


(Text] Commandos of the Somali-Abo freedom fighters on 21 March attacked black 
colonialist Ethiopian troops based at (Hudat) in Sidamo region, killing 51 Abyssinian 
troops and wounding many more. 
In another attack the Somali-Abo killed 10 Abyssinian troops at (Bokolmai), Sidamo region 
on 22 March. After these two attacks the Somali-Abo freedom fighters returned to their 
bases with minimal losses. 

TANZANIA 
ANTI-AMIN PORCES SAY KAMPAIA ABOUT TO FALL 
wO291831 Paris AFP in English 1818 omT 29 Mar 79 we 
(Text] Dar es Salaam, March 29 (AFP)--Anti-Amin forces claimed today they were poised 


to capture Kampala but were holding back the final thrust to enable civilians to leave 
the city. 
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"Kampala will fall into our hands at our will,” said a communique from Yusuf Lule, 
president of the new Ugandan National Liberation Pront grouping anti-Amin forces. "We 
are giving enough time for innocent citizens and foreigners to leave Kampala." 


Mr Lule said that his forces were also “holding Entebbe (site of Kampala International 
Airport) at their mercy" and reported for the first time fighting to the north of the 
capital. Entebbe is 35 km (18 miles) south of Kampala. 


President Amin had quit the south of the country for the north, the region of his origin, 
and convoys of “his Nubian mercenaries" could be seen heading for the north, the communique 
said. 


The communique added that "Nubian mercenaries" of President Amin were routed in a battle 
at Karuma bridge over the Nile 220 kilometres (132 miles) north of Kampala. It is the 
first report of fighting in the region. 


Nearer the capital, said the front's leader, the invasion forces have captured Mpigi, 
25 kilometers (15 miles) to the south of Kampala and yesterday they destroyed President 
Amin's troops at Bujoka, 25 kilometers (15 miles) to the east. 


Mr Lule also claimed the mitiny in the army was spreading. He said troops at the major 
airbase at Gulu in northern Uganda and at Kidepo in the extreme northeast have mutinied 
against President Amin. 

UNLF Urges Desertion 
LD291840 Dar es Salaam in English to East Africa 1800 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD 
(Text ] Dar es Salaam--The Uganda National Liberation Front [UNLF] has asked all genuine 
Ugandans in fascist Idi Amin's forces to lay down their arms and cross over to the libera- 
tion forces. 
The front said in a statement today that it is waging war of liberation of Ugarda from 
the fascist and murderous Amin and his blood-thirsty mercenaries. It said this was now 
nearing completion and that the murderer and his slave-owning backers would soon be defeated. 


The statement said that while the front was winning the war, it also would like to save 
Se-much adnnocent lives and property as possible. 


It added that all genuine Ugandans in Amin's forces who lay down their arms and cross 
over to the liberation forces will be protected and considered full compatriots in the 
liberation of the motherland Uganda from the oppressorc and murderers. 


The front has also revealed that fascist Idi Amin has now: decided to leave southern 
Uganda and go to northern Uganda with convoys of his mercenaries. 


Liberation Army 
LD291706 Dar es Salaam in English to East Africa 1600 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD 


{Text ] The Ugandan National Liberation Front formed in Moshi last weekend has now 
formally established a Uganda liberation army. 














VIII. 30 Mar 79 B 6 EAST AFRICA 


A statement issued in Dar es Salaam says that the work of building the new national 
army, including a countrywide recruitment drive, has already started in the liberated 
areas, It added that the liberation war is developing well. 


The liberation forces have overrun Mityana and Mpigi and are holding Entebbe at their 
mercy. 


DAR ES SALAAM: LIBYAN PLANE BOMBS TANZANIA 
LD301042 Der es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1000 GMT 30 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Text] A report {ust received in our newsroom says thet a warplane, a Tupolev-22 
from Libya, which is helping fascist Idi Amin's forces, dropped five bombs yesterday 
at 1825 at Mwanza in the area of Butimba, on the island of Saa Nane 2nd in Lake 
Victoria. One person was injured, 


NETO PLEDGES SUPPORT FOR NYERERE 
LD292008 Dar es Salaam in English to East Africa 1900 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Text] Dar es Salaam--The Angolan president, Neto, has expressed great concern over 
the Libyan position in relation to the invasion of Tanzanian territory by Uganda, 


In @ message to President Nyerere, Ngugu Neto said Angola would do what is within its 
reach to contribute to the defense of Tanzanian sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
Ndugu Neto said Uganda's invasion is inscribed within the offensive against the front- 
line states for the purpose of compromising the independence of the countries 
dominated by the racists, [sentence as heard] 


OAU OFFICIAL: UK, U.S. TO RECOGNIZE INTERNAL SETTI MENT 
Lvu281806 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service in Swahili 1600 GMT 28 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Excerpt] Dar es Salaam--Ndugu Hashim Mbita, executive secretary of the OAU Liberation 
Committee, has said that Britain and the United? States are maneuvering to legitimize 
the so-called internal settlement in Rhodesia, He said that representatives from the 
two countries are going to Rhodesia to observe the illegal elections there, This is 
part of the plan to gain recognition for the internal settlement being pursued by the 
rebel Smith and his three African puppets. "dugu Mbita was speaking at a ceremony 

to receive 25 tons of medicines, tents, clothing and food for his committee and for 

the ANC of South Africa, presented as aid by the workers of Yugoslavia, 


He also said that there are intrigues to sabotage the UN plans for the imiependence 
of Namibia as initially recommended by five Western nations and endorsed by the UN 
secretary general, 
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AMIN EXHORTS SOLDIERS TO KEEP FIGHTING 
LD292055 Kampala Domestic Service in English 2008 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


{Text] Dr Idi Amin Dada--VC, DSO, MC, conqueror of the British Empire--has expressed 
deep appreciation to the soldiers who are not cowards, but who defend their families 
home and are now on the frontline doing very well indeed with the determination to die 
for their motherland, Uganda. 


His excellency, who is also the commander in chief of the joint forces of the armed 
forces, said that he is very, very happy with the action they took, unlike those 
soldiers who are confused and (?taken up) only with rumormongering and loitering about 
while doing nothing for the nation. He wants these courageous soldiers to continue 
with such spirit of determination. 


The soldiers must work together in order to defeat the enemy, who has hit Ugandan 
soldiers as tagets to be killed wherever they may be found. 


SOLDIERS FLEEING KAMPALA; AMIN'S WHEREABOUTS UNKNOWN 
NC300952 Paris AFP in English 09352 GMT 50 Mar 79 Nc 


{Excerpts] Wairobi, March 30, (APP)--Ugandan soldiers were today said to be deserting 
their posts and fleeing the capital, Kampala, with refugees. 


The reports, reaching here, coincided with a Uganda radio broadcast in which President 
Idi Amin attacked indiscipline among his troops. 


The whereabouts of President Amin are still unknown but according to Ugandan rebel 
leader Yusuf Lule he has taken refuge in his native town of Arua, north-cast Uganda, 


Early reports reaching here from Kampala today indicated that the capital was relatively 
calm following two days in which shooting and explosions were heard. 


The city centre was said to be calm, although half deserted. The radio is broadcasting 
more military music than usual, but regular programmes, including school broadcasts, 
are continuing. 


GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAYS ‘DON'T PANIC! 
LD301036 Kampala Domestic Service in English 0957 GMT 30 Mar 79 LD/EA 


{Text] Dear listeners, stand by for a special announcement. Here is a special news 
item: 


A goverrment spokesman asks everybody in the country, including diplomats, not to panic. 
He says everybody should go about whatever he is doing without fear and Muslims should 
go for juma'a praycrs as usual. The situation is under control. The public will be 
kept informed of developments through the Uganda Broadcasting Corporation. 
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KAMPALA THREATENS TO CARRY ATTACK INTO TANZANIA 
LD301450 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1400 GMT 50 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] The Uganda Armed Forces have spotted the enemy and are launching a general 
attack on the enemy to surrovnd him and destroy hin. 


Por all faithful Ugandans, they have to keep in mind that whatever the enemy thinks, 
the Uganda Armed Forces will atteck him and follow his retreat up to the launching 
area in Tanzania. Time will convince any traitor to understand that freedom to be 
taken from a peaceful people like Ugandans will cost the enemy his economic and social 
strategic area. 


The Uganda Armed Forces are ready to surprise the world in the following hours that 
the enemy can be ettacked not only in Uganda, but also in his launching ares, 
(?within) his heartland, that he will never, ever think that freedom of citizens can 
be parted, the military spokesman said. 


All faithful soldiers and civilians are requested to help the armed forces to lead 
them to the traitor, whoever they are and wherever they ere, and they will give back 
his peaceful home and secure the future. 


Your help is needed and your presence is requested to show the entire world that 
Uganda, with her past, present and future, is capable to be in the revolutionary 
nations as a lighted candle for freedom and peace. 
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CHAD 
PARTIES IN CHAD BEGIN WITHDRAWAL FROM NDJAMENA 
Jm291817 Khartoum SUNA in English 1810 Ger 29 Mar 79 JW 


(Text] Wdjamena, 29 March, (SUNA)--Since this morning Chadian conflicting parties started 
to pull out their remaining troops from inside the capital to the sites outside Ndjamena, 
The State Provisional Council had fixed today's noon as a target date for depriving the 
capital from military troops and arms, ir: an attempt to bring normal life to the capital. 


Banks reopened their doors today, but services were incomplete for the absence of many of 
its workers and employees. 


The provisional council is still exerting efforts to normalise life, 
FROLINAT SECRETARY GENERAL TO HEAD DELEGATION TO KANO 
JN3011351 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1015 GWT 50 Mar 79 JN 


{Text] Khartoum, 50 March--The Chad National Liberation Pront--the original PROLINAT-- 
has announced its readiness to participate in the second Kano conference in Nigeria which 
will begin the day after tomorrow and last until 4 April. 


A statement issued by the front here last night said that the standing committee of the 
front's Political Bureau had decided to send a delegation headed by front Secretary 
General (Hajro Adam Esyusi) to attend the conference, The front praised the efforts made 
by the friendly African countries, headed by Sudan and Nigeria, to contain the recent 
regrettable incidents in Ndjamena and to bring about unity in Chad, 


CONGO 
LABOR PARTY CONTINUES MEETING IN BRAZZAVILLE 
PL292358 Havana Domestic Service in Spcnish 2300 GT 29 Mar 79 FL 


[Text] The third extraordinary congress of the Congolese Labor Party has met today in 
Brazzaville behind closed doors, while the information media and mass organizations con- 
tirmed advocating the radicalization of the revolutionary process. The congress plemm 
under the presidency of Col Denis Sassou-i'guesso, chief of state of the People's Republic 
of the Congo, were involved with analyzing the resolutions approved by the three working 
commissions. The documents cover the esonomic, political and sociocultural fields, 
including topics of great importance such as the possible reforms of the republic's 
constitution, the future economic plan of the country, Congolese foreign policy and the 
renovation of the party's structures, 
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GUINEA 
GAMBIAN PRESIDENT ARRIVES FOR 24-HOUR VISIT 
PA291838 Paris AFP in French 1529 GMT 29 Mar 79 PA 


{Text] Dakar, 29 Mar (APP)--According to Radio Guinea, monitored in Daker, Gambian 
President Dawda Jawara arrived in Conakry on Thursday for a 24-hour visit. The Gambian 
chief of state was received at planeside by Guinean President Sekou Toure, who was accom- 
panied by members of the Cabinet and of the Political Committee of the Democratic Party of 
Guinea, 


In his welcoming speech, which was delivered at the Palace of the People, Sekou Toure 

said that the visit will constitute "a new landmark in strengthening friendship and con- 
solidating ties of cooperation between the two countries." According to him, it will make 
it possible to exchange views on international, African and bilateral matters. 


In his response Sir Dawda Jawcra asserted that his brief trip proves Gambia's desire to 
cooperate with Guinea, 


An artistic and cultural event has been scheduled in honor of the Gambian chief of state, 
MALI 

UDPM TO HOLD FIRST CONGRESS IN 17 YEARS 

FL271914 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1814 omT 27 Mar 79 FL 


[Text] Radio Bamako, monitored in the Algerian capital, has stated that the Malian Pecple's 
Democratic Union [UDPM] congress, which will begin tomorrcy, is the first of this type since 
the one held 17 years ago. More than 500 delegates will participate at the congress which 
will last for 4 days. Its main objective will be the election of 3 national council which 
in turn will designate the 2l-<member Executive Bureau. Win the election of the bureau 

the Military Committee of National Liberation--the leaderrhip since November 1968, the date 
on which President Moussa Traore assumed power--will be dissolved, Mali, which is a land~« 
locked west African country, is believed to be one of the poorest on the continent. Since 
1968 it has increased its relations with the socialist community and the progressive states 
of Africa, 


NIGERIA 
WEST GERMAN 'WARSHIPS' TO VISIT NIGERIA 
LD3009%6 Lagos International Service in English 0730 Ge? 30 Mar 79 LD 
{Text] Five warships of the Federal Republic of Germany ire expected today in Lagos as 
guests of the Nigerian Navy. The war vessels are made up of three destroyers, one supply 


ship end one tarker, Tomorrow, all the ships will be open to members of the public for 
visits on board, 











VIII, 30 Mar 79 BOUTHERN AFRICA El 


MADAGASCAR 
RATSIRAKA INTERVIEWED ON DOMESTIC, FOREIGN POLICIES, PROBLEMS 
LD290957 RomeL'UNITA in Italian 23 Mar 79 p 3 LD 


[Guido Bimbi undated interview in Antananarivo with Malagasy President Didier Ratsiraka: 
"On the 011 Trail") 


[Excerpt] Antananarivo--The five Malagasy political parties will have representatives 
on the Supreme Council of the Revolution and three of them are also represented by 
ministers. These parties represent various political currents, including some decidedly 
conservative ones, and each of these includes varying social forces ranging from the 
commercial bourgeoisie of the upland plateau to the young unemployed of the cities, from 
the intellectual to the bureaucratic strata, from the peasants to the urban workers. 

"We have been obliged," the Malagasy president told us in an interview which he wanted 
to grant explicitly to two Italain communist journalists, myself and PAESE SERA's 
Giorgio Fanti, "to use what elite people we had, namely the national bourgeoisie, and 
reclaim them to serve the nation." Obviously, this has necessitated a degree of 
flexibility on the political and economic plane, with significant scope for private 
enterprise. Although the key sectors of the economy have in fact been placed under 
state control (or nationalized or controlled through majority shareholding, private 
property does play a role and has a certain influence. Private property, the president 
explained, is now “accepted in these dimensions, but it will have to diminish as the 
national democratic revolution a@vances. However, this process must not be forced. 

Slow progress is safe and sound progress," he said in Italian: "Experience tells us 
that the elimination of all private enterprise leads to economic failure." 


This flexibility is also reflected in state organization in which, alongside 
institutions “imported” from Europe, other original forms are being tried out. 

One example is the "fokolona,” that is, the asuwemblies (in the villages, districts, and 
so forth) which aim to restore some of the structures of precolonial society. These 
institutions, which at that time had purely social furctions, Ratsirake said, “have not 
been altered and have been assigned political and economic roles as well." The "“coconolona" 
[as published] is regarded as the basic institution of the new state that is being built. 
It administers local life, decides matters of public order (the police as a separate 

body has been formally abolished), takes part in economic planning, administers justice 
at the lowest level and so forth in all fields of ecnomic, political and social life. 

The "f{ckolona," which usually meet twice a month, elect executive committees through 
electoral competition among the parties. And here we see another interesting point 

in the Malagasy experience, at least in the African context. The multiparty systen, 

the president said, "was the inspiration for our institutions, It is the instrument 

for forging awareness. "Also," he added, "it is an objective factor in our country's real 
situation and one which we cannot do without." But he added: “Our aim is to achieve 

a single party, although it will only appear when this becomes possible." 


Madagascar is therefore searching for its own original path, different from the one 
pursued by the Social Democratic Party (which is linked to the Socialist International), 
which governed for 15 years with a neocolonial-flavored policy, until the 1972 

popular uprising and different also from that of the socialist countries. [paragraph con- 
tinues] 
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"Here," Ratsiraka said, “the citizen is constantly being consulted and there is no 
permanent delegation of power to those elected, who are, moreover, subject to removal. 
The Malagasy people are in charge every day of every month, all year. The citizen is 
not merely an elector. The difference from capitalist countries is evident, but there 
is a difference also from the socialist countries, because there the citizen is not 
encouraged to participate, at least not on the basis of experiences tried hitherto. 
Herein lies the originality of the Malagasy experience." 


Power From Below 


Ratsiraka placed particular emphasis on decentralization: "Power is not concentrated 
at the top. We are in fact decentralizing,” he explained, using a slogan which he is 
teaching. It is very risky,” he added, “because power could become atomized and 
responsibilities could disappear. But we are seeking to overcome this drawback through 
democratic centralism." 


However, the coucolidation and development of this experience is threatened not only by 
internal contradictions or possible leadership errors. The Malagasy experience is at 
the center of an intensive destabilization operation on the part of the (mainly French) 
economic, political and military forces which were hurt by the revolution. Indeed, as 
President Ratsiraka pointed out, in Madagascar today "there are no longer any multi- 
nationals or foreig bases." 


The destabilization operation takes various forms in several different sectors, “but 

the economic sector is the main one." Just as the Air Madagascar Boeing 747 on which 

we traveled was ending its ine ural Paris-Antananarivo flight, a l7-car freight train 
loaded with o11 was blown up ©" ‘he outskirts of the capital, leaving the city without 
fuel for several days. "A month ago," the president told us, “a ship loaded with rice 
was sabotaged in the port of Tamatave. At about the same time an act of sabotage was 
carried out at Manakara. The combination of these activities has, among other things, 
made it impossible to supply rice, oil and salt to the Pianarantsoa region,” where there 
have been riots and where a state of emergency has been declared. 


In other words, the old colonialism is not resigned to losing economic and political 
control and is staking everything on destabilization and is, moreover, finding complicity 
within the country itself. The socialist coalition government is therefore involved in 
an obstacle race to consolidate the independent regime and prevent a showdown with 
reaction. The principal and immediate objective in this race is to achieve self- 
sufficiency in food and thus begin building up agriculture, in order later to 

begin an industrialization process. More specifically: light industry, the agricultural 
processing industry and the agricultural industry. Only later will heavy industry be 
started. In this development plan through the year 2000, the most important and delicate 
period is certainly the next 5 years--the years of economic and political consolidation. 
But to grant another 5 or even 5 years to this regime could mean for necolonialist circles 
the permanent loss of control over a country with considerable economic potential and 
over a gigantic aircraft carrier that dominates the oil routes and the Indian Ocean. 
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Ratsiraka says he is certain that the consolidation will take place and that the attempts 
at destabilization will be thwarted, though he notes that the current international 
turmoils are tending to reduce the scope for any autonomous and independent experiences. 
Among these he listed Eurocommunism. Ratsiraka said that one must avoid being drawn into 
the logic of opposed blocs. He added: "We will evaluate your experience on the basis of 
how far you can push back the frontiers of imperialism." Despite the profound diversity 
of historical outlooks, he stressed that “both you and we are working on the same problen, 
namely the quest for a valid state for the transition period, with institutions suited 

to our respective situations." 


The president placed great emphasis on the international turmoils, starting with the 
agreements among China, the United States and Japan, which he finds worrying. "Also," 

he added, “the present contradictions among the socialist countries are tending to over- 
shadow all the others" and he lists these, from the Horn of Africa to Southeast Asia, 
concluding that there is a crisis in the very values of the socialist movement, starting 
with internationalism. At a time when the imperialist attack is bea@ming more insidious 
and there is a growing need for internationalist solidarity, “proletarian interra tionalism 
no longer exists," he said. 


A Series of Reproofs 


He criticizes the West European socialist forces in particular for acting within the narrow 
context of their own national interests. “Every pay raise for European workers divorced 
from the ontext of the struggle for the workers' and peoples' emancipation,” he said, 

"ts paid for directly by the peoples of the underdeveloped countries." He accuses China 
of pursuing a “dangerous policy of weakening and encircling the USSR." In this connection, 
he summarized the contents of a message sent to Hua Guofeng at the time of the attack on 
Vietnam: “imperialism is taking advantage of your initiatives," the message states, in 
essence. Lastly, he accuses the USSR of not “helping progressive countries sufficiently. 
In this phase we need internationalist aid in the economic field, but it is not being 
granted to us. Consider the $750 million given to Eygpt: Which progressive African 
country can say that is has received as much as that from the USSR?" 


All these assertions serve to strengthen President Ratsiraka's belief that "we are forced 

to rely on our own strength." The originality and autonomy of the Malagasy socialist 

experience finds inspiration, at least, even in this analysis of the international situation. 
MOZAMBIQUE 

FPLM GENERAL STAFF ISSUES COMMUNIQUE ON OIL DEPOT ATTACK 


LD292036 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/EA 


[Text] We are now going to read a communique from the General Staff of the People's 
Forces for the Liberation of Mozambique [FPIM]: 


The enemy has once again committed a crime against our revolution. As we have already 
announced, a group of enemy agents carr ed out an act of sabotage against oil depots 
at Munhava in Beira early in the morning on 25 March. 
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A group of murderers who had infiltrated the area cut the electrical supply line and 

opened fierce fire against FPIM units defending the zone. The FPIM responded promptly, 
thus balking the enemy objective of totally destroying the oil depots, which would have 

led to a high death toll among residents in the outskirts. The FPIM killed one enemy agent. 


The blaze resulting from this criminal act reached ten oil depots and the value of refined 
oil products lost in the fire is put at 32,000 contos, According to investigations carried 
out, the total damage is estimated at 100,000 contos, 


Damage was caused toinstallations belonging to the Petromoc, Mobil, Caltex, and BP-Shell 
oil companies, 


The speedy work done by those engaged in extinguishing the blaze made it possible for it 
to be completely put cut 57 hours after the sabotage. The commitment of these workers 
also ma¢* it possible for the supply of electricty to Beira to be restored only 4 hours 
after the sabotage of the powerplant. The response from the FPIM and the action of the 
workers in combating the blaze also made it possible for the supply of oil to Sofala, 
Manica and Tete provinces to remain unaffected, 


Most of the oil destroyed in the blaze was stored in the Mobil company's installations and 
was destined for Malawi. The supply of refined oil products to that neighboring country 
has, however, already been restored, 


It is important to note some key aspects of the enemy's criminal act: This type of aggres- 
sion is planned by the enemy general staff in Salisbury and is carried out by traitors, 
PIDE [Portuguese International Police for the Defense of the State] agents, renegades, 
FPRELIMO deserters, bandits and persons of indeterminate status recruited by the illegal 
Rhodesian regime, trained in Rhodesian camps and brought into our country by the illegal 
regime's helicopters and transported back out by them after the operations. 


For a long time now these reactionaries have been used for reconnaissance work and as 
guides of the racist regime's troops in their systematic violations and attacks against 
our country. 


In exchange for promises and money, this rabble of lackeys and traitors agrees to murder 
defenseless civilians, women and children, It is these criminals who guide the Smith 
rabble when they kidnap people, attack buses and trains carrying people and goods, set 
fire to farms, murder cooperative workers and commit massacres and attempt murders against 
our people, 


The use of these internal reactionaries represents a new tactic in the increasing attacks 
against our revolution, Shortly after the proclamation of independence, the aggression 
vas characterized by temporary territorial occupations which were unleashed openly by the 
illegal regime's troops. Today we have increased our defense capacity. The FPIM is able 
to put a halt to such invasions. The enemy is now forced to resort to new tactics, Above 
all, Ian Smith is desperately trying to gain international recognition for his internal 
settlement. The Rhodesian regime is committed to changing its image of a rebel colony. 
That is why, when it attacks Rhodesian refugee camps or Mozambique military targets, the 
regime accepts responsibility. It readily admits responsibility for the attacks, claiming 
that they are hot pursuit operations. 


But when it comes to attacking economic or civilian targets in the People's Republic of 
Mozambique, it makes use of these murderers and lackeys as direct executioners, reserving 
its troops for logistical support. 











VIII, 30 Mar 79 E5 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


We are still dealing with the same enemy, but he is using different tactics because 

of the strengthening of our defense capacity. Ian Smith is contirmming his attacks in 
pursuit of the same strategy--the perpetration of imperialist aggression aimed funda- 
mentally at destabilizing our economy, creating a climate of insecurity and unrest and 
destroying the Mozambique revolution. 


The enemy agent killed at Munhava was carrying personal documents including a certificate 
6. vaccination, dated 1977. This confirms that enemy agents are ablc to pass themselves 
off as ordinary Mozambique citizens. 


We should prepare to combat this new form of enemy activity--infiltration into our midst. 
It is the enemy's behavior, his abnormal way of trying to obtain information about 
Civilian, military and economic targets, the way he talks, his strange life that will 
identify him, regardless of his color, race or [word indistinct]. 


We should heighten our vigilance in order to detect and neutralize these enemy agents 
infiltrated into our midst. Enemy activities produce a class hatred in our people. 

It strengthens our determination to fight for the defense of our fatherland and people's 
gains. Revolutionary vigilance is not only the duty of the defense and security organs. 
It is a permanent task. It is the task of all of us. 


The FPLM, the defense forces of the people and of the revolution, which under the leader- 
ship of FRELIMO defeated the Portuguese fascist colonial army, are firmly resolved to 
defend the sovereignty of the country, the hard<von independence and the security of the 
people and the state. 
The struggle continues. 

RHODESIA 
RHODESIA POSTPONES ELECTION DATE ANNOUNCEMENT 
LD292142 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD 
[Text] The transitional government in Rhodesia says the announcement of a date for 
the first one-man, one-vote elections has been postponed by a week to Priday, April 6. 
This is for security reasons, 
The coleaders of the Patriotic Front, Joshua Nkomo and Robert Mugabe, have pledged to 
disrupt the elections and to step up the terrorist war. To counter the threat, the 
transitional government has ordered the mobilization of regular and reserve forces over 
the election period. And so far more than 7,000 men in the 50- to 59-year age group 
have registered for military service. 
SMITH SAYS 20 PERCENT VOTER TURNOUT ACCEPTABLE 


LD291410 Johannesburg International Service in English 1112 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD 


[Text] On his arrival at Salisbury airport from South Africa yesterday, the Rhodesian 
prime minister, Mr Ian Smith, was asked if he thought that even a 20 percent turnout 
would be sufficient to vindicate his belief that the Rhodesian election could warrant 
international recognitions 
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[Smith--begin recording] I think that's an over-simplification (’of what) I actually 
said. I did say that our target was 50 percent. Once you have obtained 50 percent in 
any election or referendum then there can be no argument against your not having the views 
of the majority of the people. So that's (’effective). However, I went on to point 
out that in view of the fact that Marxist terrorists have openly stated that they will 
frustrate the elections, that they will go as far as attacking every rolling booth and 
that even prior to the elections they have embarked on a campaign of intimidating black 
voters against participating, then any fair-minded person, taking all of those things 
into account, would concede that even a 20 percent turnout reflected the views of 

the people and would accept that. That's the way I put it over. [end recording] 


ZANU BEGINS ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN MATAS’ LELAND 
LD291206 Salisbury Domestic Service ‘“s@lish 1745 Gut 28 Mar 79 LD/CA 


[Text] The Zimbabwe African National Union has launched its election campaign in 
Matabeleland. The party leader the Rev Ndabaningi Sithole, has addressed meetings in 
Beirbridge, Gwanda, Essexvale, Kezi and Plumtree. 


Meanwhile, a ZANU statement says a government formed by the party will appoint an 
Ndebele president if the prime minister is Shona and vice versa. 


NKOMO CHALLENGES UK, U.S. OVER RHODESIAN POLLS 
LD291516 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 1115 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD/CA 


[Text] Mr Joshua Nkomo today challenged Britain and the United States of America to 
declare openly whether or not they support the sham internal elections due to take 

place on 20 April in rebel Rhodesia. Mr Nkomo, who accused the two governments for 
collaborating with the rebel breakaway colony to perpetuate colonialism and racism in 
Zimbabwe, also said that Britain and America were not serious about tice anglo-American 
proposals. The ZANU [as heard] leader, who is also coleader of the Patriotic Front, was 
speaking when he addressed a press conference at his residence in Lusaka. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
INTERIOR MINISTER TO PROPOSE NEW CONSTITUTION 
LD292259 Johannesburg International Service in English 2100 GMT 29 Mar 79 LD 
[Text] The South African minister of the interior, M Schlesbusch, has given notice 
in the assembly that he will introduce a motion tomorrow calling for the appointment of 


a committee of both hvuses of Parliament to consider the introduction of a new 
constitution fr South Africa. The committee will also draw up the relevant legislation. 


Radio RSA's political correspondent reports that the select committee will be given 
power to interview representatives of the colored and Indian communities whose proposals 
for a new constitution differ from those of the government. 














